At the Annual Mayor’s
Breakfast on Saturday,
January 28th, Mayor Tish
Columbi announced to a
surprised Norie Wisniewski,
Executive Director of Inter-
faith Caregivers, that she had
been named Citizen of the
Year for 2008. The committee which had
nominated her had kept it a secret from
her. If you know Norie, you know that was
not an easy task! Cheered by many long-
time clients, volunteers and board mem-
bers of Interfaith Caregivers, as well as
family members, she accepted the award
holding her granddaughter Drew.

As Executive Director for 16 years,
Norie has coordinated the efforts of over
430 volunteers to enable more than 400
clients to remain independent in their own
homes. During her tenure, Norie has

contributed at least as many vol-
unteer hours as those for which
she has been compensated.

In addition to her duties at
Interfaith Caregivers, Norie has
served on the Council of
Churches, various Rotary Club
committees (including taking
glfts and supplies to foreign orphanages
and coordinating the local initiatives of
Pedals for Progress). She is a regular at
the Mabel Kay House, helping Dory
Mann and checking on “her seniors.”

Congratulations, Norie!

Statistics.
Clients: 380
Volunteers: 430



Since my retirement
was announced in the
last issue of The
Caring Times,I have
been stopped almost
daily and asked the
same questions—What

is going to happen to Interfaith Caregivers

when I retire? What am I going to do in
retirement? [ am flattered by your
questions and concerns.

I, too, have thoughts long and hard
about these issues. I am certain that after
16 years (and what will be 17 years in
September), Interfaith Caregivers is ready
for a new Executive Director. The organi-
zation is in a great position — we have a
firm and steady base of volunteers that
constantly grows, programs in place for
our clients, and many board committees
that work hard to continue our mission. It
is a good time for new leadership on all
levels. And it will be an excellent time to
try out new ideas.

Our volunteer base has continued to
include younger volunteers and our board
has also attracted new leaders. It is
definitely the right time for exploring new
dreams. I have continued to be impressed

by the sacrifice and commitment that
our younger caregivers make for the
organization. It isn’t easy to fit one more
activity into an already full schedule,
but somehow they do it with ease. We
have to realize that Interfaith Caregivers
can only continue by attracting new
members on all levels. And it is my
belief that we can only grow by change.

I am not going anywhere physically,
but want to explore new ideas. I would
like to learn about bereavement and
grief, an interest that was started in my
tenure as Executive Director with Inter-
faith Caregivers. I would like to attend
every grandchild’s milestone. And I
would love to travel to spots that are
only familiar to me on my calendar. I
would like to visit clients without a
watch and go to the beach just because
it is a sunny day. [ am so excited by all
the endless possibilities and plan to
explore as many as I can. What my
position here at Interfaith Caregivers has
given me above all is a new perspective
of both life and death and how precious
the gift of time is. I am getting ready to
act on that knowledge.

Norie Wisniewski
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Dear Friends of Interfaith Caregivers,
Volunteer services are alive and well
in Haddon Heights and Haddonfield! It is
quite evident here at IFC! Each training
session brings in more men and women
eager and able to share their time and/or
talents helping clients or volunteering in
the office. We have tried to vary the
location and time for training sessions to
accommodate everyone’s schedule. This
seems to be working. The expectation
and goal is that no one will be discour-
aged from volunteering and that training
is convenient for all. Even though many
of us already lead busy overscheduled
lives, it seems we can still find time to
drive a client, do respite care, or prepare
a meal for a neighbor who needs
ASSISANCE. . v rprerrrsn rmreroret e merm e
What is your reason for volunteering?

Some volunteer for a cause that will teach

them something, some volunteer to im-
prove their resume, still aothers want to
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just “Help Out.” Whether you need a
social outlet, seek a deep connection to
a cause, or want to simply give back to
your community, volunteers are impor-
tant and volunteers are valuable!

One person can make a difference!
When doing something you care about,
adding energy to effort, there is no
question that one person can make a
difference. You are needed, appreciated
and respected by Interfaith Caregivers.
Your tireless energy is an inspiration to
our clients in particular, but also to the
public in general. You are a reflection of
the IFC mission. That is the beauty of
living in a community like Haddon
Heights or Haddonfield. We are truly
Neighbors helping Neighbors!

- Thank you for being friends of

Interfaith Caregivers!

Lola Riggs, President IFC
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Thank you to everyone who

responded to our pleas in the last issue Come enjoy small plates of fabulous
of the newsletter: Pauline Martin, appetizers, entrees and desserts provided
Marion Connors, Marie Hunsberger, by member restaurants of SJ Hot Chefs,
Mr. & Mrs. J. Clark O’Donoghue, Lee wines from Italy, France and Germany
Costanze, and Sue Fryer for cordless underwritten by Moore Brothers Wine
mice and volunteer lunches. Company and entertainment by Neena.
Special thanks to: Tickets are $75 per person. For more
+ Jane Bloom for fourteen years of information call 795-7043 or e-mail
labels! mhall5581@aol.com.
+ Rich & Betsy Gagliardi, our seasonal Sincere thanks to our great sponsors:
gardeners. Holman Automotive, Moore Brothers
+ Joe McElroy for Oktoberfest and SJ Hot Chefs.
Luncheon tickets.

« Terry Marlin for hosting the Oktober-
fest Luncheon at Christ the King.
+ Dennis Tully for procuring and
carting our industrial copier.
« Special holiday thanks to our not-so-
secret Santas:
Eleanor McLaughlin and Donna
Russell for nuts and candy;
Carol Malcarney for a centerpiece;
Therese Scullin for a fruit basket;
Betsy and Rich Gagliardi for door
decorations; ’
and hundreds of well wishes from
our clients and volunteers!

¢ Our grateful appreciation to John
Reisner for legal advice.

Carolyn Brickner meets with Anthony Iannone, owner of
Anthony’s Creative Italian Cuisine regarding Taste of Winter



